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...Grand J ury

Continued From Page 1-A

and then requested a new investigation.
Watson ealled for a grand jury proceeding in
August.

The grand jury Tuesday offered a *‘no bill”

decision on one count each of first degree
criminal sexual conduct, kidnapping and
larceny against Flowers, Johnson, Holloman
and Crawford.
. “These men serve as role models for
numerous boys around the state including
my young son and because of these allega-
tion. were put through a tremendous
ordeal " said Jack Swerling, Johnson’s attor-
ney. “These men have had a good reputation
and there was no doubt in my mind that they
would be vindicated.”

“This grand jury heard every piece of evi-
dence that exists 1n the case and returned a
10 bill on all counts,” Harpootlian said.

- Byrholdt, however, called the private
-grand jury hearing “a trial behind closed
doors ™

« He said the grand jury set a precedent and
Jnade a wreng move when it requested to
speak to the four Clemson students

: “That was an abuse of the grand jury pro-
«es<.” Brrholdt said.

. Previous court decisions, he said, have de-
Yermined that only witnesses and evidence
dor the prosecution should appear before
the grand jury. The 16-man, one-woman jury,
he said, should then have determined if
‘enough evidence existed to prosecute the
«case based on those witnesses and that evi-
dence and should not have spoken to the four
students.

- He said, 1t rendered an “acquittal” and
‘therefore did not allow cross-examination
*by attorneys from both sides of the case to
.question all witnesses.

» “I will review the case and see if we can
challenge this decision with some type of
.appeal,” Byrholdt said. "I will talk with the
:(alleged) victim and decide what to do "

. Watson refused to comment about the
grand jury’'s findings He said he did not sub-
poena nor ask that the board listen to the
four students, but that the grand jury acted
on its own. It can ask to question any person
‘it wants to about the case, Watson said.

He called his office’s investigation “thor-
ough” and added that in his mind “the case 1s
over, period.”

Before charging the jury with its duties,
Judge R. Kinard Johnson excused Dr. BJ.
Skelton, Clemson assistant vice president
for student affairs, from serving on the jury
during the case )

Skelton asked to be dismissed because he
felt “conflict of interest” problems could ex-
istifhe served onthe jury during the hearing
about the allegations.

Kinard also told the grand jury that it
could not discuss its actions with anyone.

The jury went behind closed doors 1n a
small room behind the Pickens County
Courthouse's main courtroom at 9:30 a.m. It
reappeared for a 75-minute lunch break at
12:30 p m and stayed 1n its room listening to
testimony and debating its decision until
620 pm After rendering a decision, it re-
turned to the back room to hear evidence 1n
several other cases.

Numerous newspaper, television and
radio reporters packed the lobby outside the
courtroom waiting to hear some word from
the grand jury. ;

They questioned officials with the solici-
tor’s office, Harpootlian and Swerling,
Byrholdt and others many times about
where the case stood, but received no in-
formation.

_After talking to the grand jury, the alleged
victim, who was openly upset, walked by re-
porters, leaning on the arm of her tall son, a
former Clemson football player

Flowers and Johnson slipped quickly
through the lobby and past reporters before
}he proceedings began and left minutes
ater

Flowers and Johnson reappeared outside
the courthouse with Holloman and Crawford
soon after the jury took its lunch break.

They and their lawyers ate lunch at the
Feed Room Restaurant downtown, while re-
porters and cameramen congregated on the
sidewalk outside to get a shot at a picture or
a quick comment.
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GRAND JURY CLEARS 4 CLEMSON STUDENTS IN KIDNAPING CASE
Author. HENRY EICHEL, Columbia Bureau

Dateline: PICKENS, S C
Article Text

Four current or former Clemson University football players, including

Heisman Trophy candidate running back Kenny Flowers, were cleared by a grand
jury Tuesday of allegations arising out of a June incident near the Clemson
campus.

The grand jury spent nine hours hearing witnesses in the case, including
Flowers, defensive end A.J. Johnson and former players Craig Crawford and Duke
Holloman All are currently Clemson students

The grand jury announced no-bills on allegations of kidnaping, first-degree criminal sexual
conduct and larceny invelving an N.C. woman, the mother of
another Clemson player.

Also, the grand jury said it had determined there was no impropriety or
criminal wrongdoing in the Clemson town police department’s handling of the
matter

Flowers said afterward: | mjust glad it s over. I'm ready to play ball
We knew it would end up this way

Dick Harpoothan, an attorney for Flowers, cnticized newspaper reports
about the incident

Another attorney for the players. Jack Swerling, said: These are some of
the finest young men you are ever going to meet ™’
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Arrest warrants were drawn after the 38-year-old woman reported she had bﬂ};&‘% co m}
been attacked by four men on June 20 after being abducted from a Clemson gas ) ar
station. However, witnesses have said the woman was trying to buy drugs at the station
and entered a car wilingly with one of the men .
Obituaries
Crawford and Holloman were charged with first-degree criminal sexual &
conduct. but the charges were dropped Warrants for the same charges against Notices
Flowers and Johnson were drawn and signed by a judge but needed to Death
countersigned by a judge in the Clemson University junsdiction before being from hundreds
served of newspapers
The charges were withdrawn before the warrants were countersigned and Easy to Use
served.
Can't find an obauary?
The State Law Enforcement Division (SLED) investigated why the warrants sat for 12 hours
at the Clemson University public safety office without being Search Now?
served, although a university recorder was available to countersign them R — '
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