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position as coroner McKown was suspended by Gov Mark Sanford in July 2006, after his
indictment on felony drug charges. McKown's conviction early today was on a
misdemeanor charge

During closing statements, Swerling held up an evidence bag containing half a pill of
Viagra found in McKown's home. He said the pill fragment -- the basis of one of Mckown's
cnminal charges -- symbolized the state's attack on McKown

"This was brought about to embarrass and to punish Doug McKown," Swerting said,
arguing that other people would not have been prosecuted

Swerling contended the state's case was made through deals with drug users and dealers,
including Mckown's former girfriend, Erin Jenkins, who was charged with five drug-related
offenses at the same time Mckown was arrested

Jenkins admitted Thursday that she hed dunng a pretnal heanng Swerling claimed she
did so because the dismiscal of her chamges depended on her testimony agamst McKown

State prosecutor Dale Scott disputed Swering's contention that McKown was being
unfairly pursued by law enforcement. He said Jenkins was the initial focus of an
investigation by county drug agents, but McKown showed up at a deal on May 4, 2006
That deal was video-recorded by police

"He most certainly knew."” Scott said of the deal. "He helped her do it He got caught up in
the lifestyle Here he was a single man He was 37 years old with this 27-year-old wild
woman She smoked, she drank and even used illicit drugs

"He was a big boy. He chose to he a part of that. Now, he blames Erin Jenkins for
everything ™

On Thursday, Jenkins testified that McKown cut, weighed and bagged cocaine for the
deal She said he drove her on a motorcycle to make the sale at a York convenience store
then panicked after seeing a van that he thought resembled those used by county drug
agents duning undercover operations. She said McKown was so frightened that he called
one of his fnends who worked with the drug unit and told him about the van and the deal

Swerling maintained Fnday that McKown didn't know about the cocaine sale untl after it
was over. He said McKown pumped gas that day while Jenkins made the deal in an SUV
with a friend tumed police informant. Jenkins only mentioned the deal after she sold the
drugs and got back on the motorcycle with McKown, Swerling said

Swerling argued that McKown called his friend because he was afraid of what Jenkins had
done

But Scott said McKown's guilty reaction to the van was obwvious on the video recorded by
the drug unit. "You saw tus face," Scott told the jury "The life, the blood, Iiterally drained
out of his face "

Scott also took issue with Swerling's focus on the Viagra pill "They want you to focus on
the Viagra charge,” Scott said "But this case i1s not about Viagra. It's about a public official
who was elected to serve the people of York County, but instead he chose to violate the
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laws of this state *

But Swerling portrayed McKown as a doting boyfriend who desperately wanted to Jenkins
fo kick her daily cocaine habit. He said McKown finally told her to move out because she
wouldn't stop using drugs

“He loved her,” Swerling said. "He wanted to heip her She wouldn’t help herself.”

McKown did not testify in his defense. Swerling told the jury that although Mckown didn't
sit on the withess stand, he maintaned his mnocence

Had he been convicted of all charges, McKown would have faced up to 25 years in pnson
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VicKown acquitted on 3 of 4 charges

Suspended coroner found guilty of unlawtul possession of prescription drug

By Charles D. Perry
cperry@heraldonline com

YORK, — A jury found suspended York Coun-
ty Coroner Doug McKown not guilty of three
drug charges early today.

After deliberating for more than 11 hours,
McKown was acquitted of cocaine possession,
cocane distnibution and conspiracy to distnbute

cocame charges shortly after 12:30 am. today
Mckown was convicted of unlawfully possess-
ing a prescrption drug, a charge stemmung from
half a pill of Viagra found in tus horiie on May
12, 2006

Circuit Court Judge Paul Burch sentenced
McKown to a year's probation, 100 hours of
communuty service and a $743.75 fine

Late Fnday, after mose than nune hours of de-
Liberation, the jury asked a secand ume for the
judge to clarify a charge againsi McKown

The jury asked Burch for information about
the charge of distnbuting cocamne, one of the
four drug;related offenses McKown, 39, was ac-
cused of, The judge played a tape of hus expla-
nation from earlier in the day, going over some

of the same details the jury had asked about
six hours pror Burch also told them the legal de-
finition of coiminal intent, which they'd re-
quested

The yury entered deliberations shortly afier
1 p.m Around 4 p.m , the jury asked Burch to
explan the legal standards for the charge of

See McKOWN ¢ 8A




McKown

from 1A
conspiracy to distribute cocaine.
Just after 10:15 p m., they emerged
with another question about the
distribution charge.

Dunng closing statements earli-
er in the day, McKown’s lawyer,
Jack Swerling, accused local au-
thonties of bargaimng with drug
dealers to make a flimsy case
against McKown because he’s a
public official.

Swerling held up an evidence
bag containing half a pill of Viagra
found in McKown's home. He said
the pill fragment — the basis of
one of McKown'’s cnminal charges
— symbolized the state’s attack on
McKown,

“This was brought about to em-
barrass and to punish Doug
McKown,” Swerling said, arguing
that other people would not have
been prosecuted

Swerling contended the state's
case was made through deals with
drug users and dealers, including
McKown's former gilfriend, Erin
Jenkins, who was charged with
five drug-related offenses at the
same time McKown was arrested.

Jenkins admitted Thursday that
she lied to police, McKown's
friends and even to the judge dur-
ing a pre-tnal hearing,

“Enn Jenkins, from the minute
she got on the stand, lied,” Swer-
ling said. He claimed she did so
because the dismissal of her
charges depended on her testimo-
ny against McKown. “That Bible,”
he said, “if she put her hand on it
again, would burst into flames.”

State prosecutor Dale Scott dis-
puted Swerling’s contention that
McKown was being unfairly pur-
sued by law enforcement. He said
Jenkins was the imtial focus of an
mnvestigation by county drug
agents, but McKown showed up
at a deal on May 4, 2006. That deal
was video-recorded by police,

e

.be a part of that.

Doug McKown,
charge in the case.

“He most certainly knew,” Scott

said of the deal. “He helped her do
it, He got caught up in the lifestyle.
Here he was a single man. He was
37 years old with this 27-year-old
wild woman. She smoked, she
drank and even used illicit drugs.

“He was a big boy. He chose to
Now, he blames
Erin Jenkins for everything.”

On Thursday, Jenkins testified
that McKown cut, weighed and
bagged cocaine for the deal. She
said he drove her on a motorcycle to
make the sale al a York convenience
store then parucked after seeing a
van that he thought resembled thase
used by county drug agents during
undercover operations.

She said McKown was so fright-
ened that he called one of his
triends who worked with the drug
urut and told him about the van
and the deal.

Swerling maintained Friday that
McKown didn't know about the
cocaine sale until after it was over.
He said McKown pumped gas that
day while Jenkins made the deal in
an SUV with a friend tumned police
informant. Jenkins only mentioned
the deal after she sold the drugs
and got back on the motorcycle
with McKown, Swerling said.

Swerling argued that McKown
called his friend because he was
afraid of what Jenkins had done,

But Scott said McKown’s guilty
reaction to the van was obvious on
the video recorded by the drug unit.

“You saw his face,” Scott told
the jury. “The life, the blood, liter-
ally drained out of his face.”

Scott also took issue with Swer-
ling’s focus on the Viagra pill.

“They want you to focus on the
Viagra charge,” Scott said. “But
this case is not about Viagra. It's

Andy Burriss * mcc_ium@:ma_aos__:m cor
left, listens in court Friday as the jury asked the judge for clarification about a
McKown’s lawyer, Jack Swerling, is at right.

about a public official who we
elected to serve the people of Yor:
County, but instead he chose to vi
olate the laws of this state.”

But Swerling portrayed McKow:
as a doting boyfriend who desper
ately wanted to Jenkins to kick he.
daily cocaine habit. He saic
McKown finally told her to move
out because she wouldn't stop us-
ing drugs.

“He loved her,” Swerling said
“He wanted to help her She woulc-
n't help herself.”

McKown did not testify in h's
defense, Swerling told the jury tha:
although McKown didn't sit on the
witness stand, he maintained h.s
innocence.

Had he been convicted ot ail
charges, McKown would have
faced up to 25 years in prison.
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Jack Swerling, left, attorney
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Suspended York County coroner cleared of three drug charges

The defense attorney for suspended York County Coroner Doug McKown said his client hasn't

decided whether to go back to his old job after a jury found him not guilty of three drug
charges.

A York County jury deliberated nearly 12 hours before finding McKown not guilty Saturday of

cocaine possession, cocaine distribution and conspiracy to distribute cocaine, The (Rock Hill)
Herald reported.

The jury found McKown guilty of a misdemeanor charge of unlawfully possessing a
prescription drug after authorities found half a Viagra pill in his home. He was sentenced to a
year of probation, 100 hours of community service and a $743 fine.

That conviction won't keep McKown, 39, from returning to the job he was suspended from in
July 2006 after he was indicted for the felony drug charges. Authorities arrested McKown In
May 2006 after they said he was videotaped watching his girlfriend sell cocaine. His attorney
Jack Swerling said prosecutors were only going after McKown because he was a public figure
and he had no idea his girifriend was making a drug deal until it was over.
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